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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

SMOUNT CusTrisH

: : Route 662, south side of Parker Creek, east of

dddress:
Accomac, Accomac Vicinity, Accomack County,
Virginia,
resent QOwner Mrs. Louis H. Douglass, Accomac, Virginia,
and Qecupant:
Present Use; Residence.
Brief Slalemeny Honme of prominent EBastern Shore of Virginia person-

of Siznificance; alities including Thomas i, Bayly, Thomas H. Bayly,
and Henry Custis.

HISTORICAL INFORMATT

A, TPhysical History

1. Original and subsequent owners:  1£64, John Tilney;

1669, John Custis; 1693, Mary Parker, William Selby; 1708, Henry
Custis, Robinson Custis, Mery (Parramore Cusils) Pettii; 1769 Henry -
Custis; 1792, John Cropper; 1794, Thomas M. and ﬁargare+ (Groppe?)
Bayly, 1834, Thomas H. Bayly. Upon his deeth in 1856 the property

ag inherited by his daughter, Evelyn oy Bziley, wife of Louis
cLene Tiffeny, ¥.D. Subsecuently purchaseo by Dr, end Mrs. Louis
H. Dougleass, Kires, Douglsss now owms and lives at YEt. Custis.?

- 2. Dates of erection: The small section, now the enirance
nell, may have been built in the early 17C0's, for it is definitely
guite carly, but nc definite date can be asceiualned because there
have been meny alterations over the years. The two sections on the
wegt may have been buili by Thomas M. Be yiy'about 1800, and the two-
story seciion on the east was added by his son, Thomas H. Bayly, in
1840.

3. Impozbant cld views: None available to compiler., A
recuest Lo kire. Dougless, owner, for old photographs might well bring
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B. Supplemental Meterial: The following copy was prepared abous
ten years ago for phbllglty purposes in connection with Garden Yeek
in Virginia:




HOUNT CUSTLS! | e
HEBS No. V&-627 (Page 2)

"The earliest record of i, Custis,' north of fccomac, indicates %
that John Custis II, the OTL&lPu" member of the Custis family in
Virginia, was assigned a patent for the property in 1669, and the
central paxt of the present house was consirucied by him in 1710.
iddit+on> viere node by Thomes M. Bayly in the latter part of the
shieenth cenbury, by Thomas H. Bayly in 1840 2nd vhe west end

¢ed ag servonts! cuarters by Mrs. Melane TIifiany in early 1900.

se eiditions have resulied in “he house beling comstrucied on fowr
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cvels, snd L 1s oiften referred o in error as the Siamese type'of
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eture vhilch was common o this section in the carly part of
ightcenth coeniury.
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his lovely old home, situated on Perker's Cveel in a grove of inter-
Ling trees, lergely Wagﬁcllas end lindens, Lz congtrucied of white
l whoard ”luh whe originsl woodwork snd flocrs in perfect condiiion.
The first {floor of the east end with ils high ceilings, double par-
1oﬁu and marble maentels ig extremely invercsbing from an srchitectural
vicwpoiny and the Gothlc arch plastic cellings of the second floor
of this wing are unusual to 2 point of rarity. It has been restored
znd imodernized by its owaners, Doctor and Mrs. Louis H. Douglass, who
are in residence at i, Custls® and vho are opening it for the first
tine for Historic Garden Veek.

iin interesting historical note is that Lieubenant Colonel Henry Custis, .
& direct descendant of the originsl John Custis, 18 buried in the '
front vard., He was born at *it. Custis® the 28th of July, 1743, and

died there on the 27ih Yay, 1793, The family graveyord is some
ligbance fron the house egr the shores of Pa¢50“' CfeeA dnLCh wlnds

its way past b, Custis' to lietomkin Bey.”
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rapared by Commander John £, Tpshur
Consultant , Colonial VWilliamsburg
December 1961,




